CHAPTER VII
THE INFLUENCE OF THE WILL ON CHARACTEB.
THE character of man depends on three different circumstances: on Heredity, on Surroundings, and on Ms Will.
1.   Every one starts with certain mental tendencies. This used to be called his nature, which it certainly is; it is now traced to heredity as its cause.    It has come down through father and mother from an ancestry.    It is apt to appear in early childhood, and it runs on to old age.     In many cases this inherited  character is very marked.    We discover that the person belongs to a certain race or a certain family, not only by his features, but still more clearly by his mental  qualities;   by his public or his craven spirit;   by his prodigality or his penuriousness; by his courage, or by his cunning.
2.  Most men are liable to be swayed by the circumstances in which they are placed.    There are some who act merely as others act.    Others have their shape given them, like pebbles on the shore, by the rough seas in which they have been rolled.    But is every man's whole character determined solely by such agencies ?
8. Man has a Will lying beneath and behind all these, ready to act at any time and to counteract and control them, even as the igneous matter in the bowels of the earth has consolidated, upturned, or lowered the orderly strata, and given their forms to our hills and vales, to our continents and islands.